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CONFIDENTIAL TOKYO 1777 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: EAIR, JA 

SUBJECT: CIV AIR: UPCOMING U.S.-JAPAN TALKS— SAIPAN ROUTE CASE 

REF: STATE 026012 

1 . DURING INFORMAL DISCUSSION ON FEBRUARY 7, JAL VP KIMURA, 

USUAL SENIOR OBSERVER AT US/GOJ BILATERALS, STRONGLY HINTED 
THAT JAPANESE SIDE IS READY TO COME TO SOME SORT OF "TEMPORARY 
AGREEMENT WITHOUT PREJUDICE" ON SAIPAN/JAPAN CASE AND THAT 
JAPANESE SIDE IS PREPARED TO DISCUSS AND RESOLVE THIS ISSUE 

AS FIRST ITEM IN MARCH TALKS. 

2. COMMENT: KIMURA DID NOT SAY EXACTLY WHAT "TEMPORARY 
AGREEMENT" MEANT. HOWEVER, EMBOFFS RECEIVED DISTINCT 
IMPRESSION THAT SHOULD JAPANESE, PUBLICLY, BE ABLE TO CITE 
AN EXCHANGE OF NOTES OR SOME OTHER "NEW" AGREEMENT ON 
COMMENCEMENT OF CONTINENTAL JAPAN/SAIPAN SERVICE AS A "FIRST 
STEP" IN THE OVERALL RENEGOTIATION OF THE JAPAN/U.S. BILATERAL 
RELATIONSHIP, THEY WOULD AGREE TO BEGIN 

SERVICE, POSSIBLY AT LESS THAN DAILY FREQUENCY PENDING 
THE OPENING OF NARITA AIRPORT. 
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